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Serial No. 399 

April 18,2003 

RE: In thc Matter oftlie revocation of the commuter air carrier 
authorily issucd to SAMOA AVTATION, INC., under 
Section 4 1 1 1 O(c) ol'l-itlc 43 OF the United Statcs Code, 
---- I h ~ k ~ t  OS1'-2003-1487 I,----.-.I .-- 1 c I 3 

I h v r  Assislatit Sccrelnry Van De Water: 

As Governor of Amcric;iii Samoa, I wrile to share with you our govcrnnient's 
ilitcrcst in llie dmvc refereimtl matter which involves Samoa Aviation, Inc., an 
Arnciktin Snmoa corporalion doing business hcrc. 

Ariicrican S;ir.iwa is a tcrri tory of thc United Statcs located approximately 2,500 
n~ilcs sciutl~-so~,(l~w~sl or I-lnwaii. Our tcrritory is coiiipriscd of seven islands, including 
t h r w  that arc collectively known tis thc Manu'a Islands. The hcadquarkrs of 
goverrimunt: incliiding tlic oidy hospital, and the center of busiiiess, are located in Tuhrila 
- .  tlvc largcst islmd in thc group. 

Tlie Maii~i'a Islands are siluntcd GO mile$ east of 'l'utuila, Air transportation is Ihc 
prinxi1-y and prc.Ccrrcd IIIOL~I: of travel beiwcciz Tutuila and thc Manu'a Islands. Samoa 
Aviation provide:2 Ilir: orily coiiimuler air scrvice between Tutiiila and the Manu'a Islands. 
Srmoa Avialioii flics two daily roundtrip tlights to the Menu'a IsIalds, 

1 was pleaszd to lcarn that your tcntativc order in this inatler cxprcsscd 
zpprcciiit.ion of" t l x  dilciiiinn in which Samoa Aviation placcd our territory. Withoul 
qiicstion, ail-linc scrving our pwople should satjsry I'edsral fitness standards. Safety or  
ihc p q l c  of this Icrrilory is paramount. On tlic othcr hmid, Samoa Aviation orrers thc 
only i i i r  service to thc pcople or Mmu'a - a service that allows the residcnts of the 
MnnLi'n Islai~is to tcntl to tlicir daily business i n  Tutuila, including, in many cases, 
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mcd ic rd  and hcalth needs. Polynesian Airlines, anothcr coininutcr airline serving our 
tew’rilory cannot fly to the Mii~itt‘a Islaiids hccmse it i s  R foreign liccnsed air carrier. 

Adclilionally, llic scrvice provided by Samoa Aviation is also significxnt from (1 cultural 
ari[)>Ct, ‘ ihc fiuiii[y rclntionships in Amcrican Saiiioa are longstanding and vcry closc 
knit. Many rcsidenls of ’T’utriila travel on a. cliuly basis via Samoa Aviatioii to Manu’a for 
hi r ni l  y ruatt crs, iiwl riding weddings and fimeral. 

[ write to rcqricst h a t  during your deliberations in Ihc Samoa Aviation matter, that  
duc consiricration bc given to thc micluencss of this situation a i d  thc dcpendencc of the 
rcsidcnls or thc h{at~\.~’i.\ 1sl:inds and Tutuila. 1sla.nd on Smio:, Aviation. My hopc is that 
wh;itevcr llic filial decision, provisions arc crarted to ensure h a t  the Mmu’a Islands 
t i i i l i tnin tlicir air lifdine to thc cciiter or our  goveiiiiiient, our health carc a i d  out private 
biisinesses. 

‘Thank you for ccsnsidcriag m y  request. Should you need more inforiliation or 
wish to iiirthcr discuss this m1ter, plcasc feel frcc to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

P, 03 


